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MATT. vi. 10. 


THY KINGDOM COME. 


HE kingdom of God, or the kingdom of 

s | Heaven, according to its moſt uſual and 

almoſt conſtant acceptation throughout the ſeveral 
hiſtories of the Evangeliſts, ſignifies the ſtate of 
the Goſpel, or the Church of Chriſt upon earth, 
firſt begun and eſtabliſhed by the preaching of 
our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles. When our 
Saviour commands his diſciples to pray, that this 

kingdom may come; his meaning is, that we 
ſhould make it a conſtant and perpetual ſubje& 

of our petitions to Almighty God, that this Goſ- 

pel-ſtate, or Church of Chriſt, ſo begun and eſta- 

bliſhed upon earth, may, through his grace, be 

ſtill advanced and carried on, till at length it ar- 
rive at that maturity and completion, that uni- 

verſality, unity, and ſpiritual perfection, which 

7740 B he 
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he hath decreed and PIR that 1 it ſhall in 


time attain. 

Without further ſupporting or enlarging upon 
this explication of the words, or diſcourſing on 
the nature'of the Goſpel-ſtate conſidered as a 
Kingdom, I ſhallendeavourto carry yourthoughts 
to a general view of the paſt, the preſent, and 


the future condition of Chriſtianity in the world; 


in order to ſhew, how much reaſon the diſciples 
of Chriſt ever had, and ſtill have, to offer up 
this petition for its advancement: what we may 
be allowed to hope from God's gracious pro- 
miles in this reſpect, in time to come: how 
much it is the duty of every ſubject, and more 
eſpecially of every miniſter, of this heavenly 
kingdom, to aim at promoting, by his moſt 
earneſt endeavours, as well as his prayers, the 
perfect and univerſal eſtabliſhment of it. 


Our Saviour, commanding his diſciples per- 
petually to offer up their prayers to God for the 
advancement of his kingdom on earth, may well 
be underſtood by this very command to intimate 
to them, that. the ſtate of Chriſtianity would long 


be incomplete, its progreſs gradual, its advances 
5 towards 


L $3 
towards perfection and univerſality oftentimes 
flow and imperceptible ; and that it would not 
arrive at its full maturity till the end of the age, 
till the laſt ſcene of this great diſpenſation. And 
this he has more fully explained to them in feve- 


ral of his diſcourſes, particularly in ſome of his 


parables. *© The a kingdom of Heaven is likened 


© toa man, which ſowed good feed in his field ; 


© but while men ſlept, his enemy came and ſowed 
* tares among the wheat; which appeared toge- 
* ther with the wheat, and were ſuffered to grow 
* together with it till the harveſt.” And again, 
e Sob is the kingdom of God, as if a man ſhould 
caſt ſeed into the ground, and ſhould ſleep and 
riſe, night and day, and the ſeed ſhould ſpring 
e and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the 
earth bringeth forth fruit of herſelf; firſt the 
*« blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in 
e the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, 
« immediately he putteth in the fickle, becauſe 
the harveſt is come.” Such is the prediction of 
our Saviour: the event hitherto will be found 
intirely conformable to it. 


2 MATT. xiii, 24, Sc. b MARK iv. 26, &c. 
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If we take a view of Chriſtianity in the firſt 
ages, we ſhall find it mightily increaſing from 
very ſmall beginnings; ſpreading and extending 
itſelf far and wide with a quick progreſs; and 
© like leaven, as < our Saviour very expreſſively 
repreſents it, hid in a large quantity of meal, 


working and fermenting by degrees, till the 


whole was leavened.“ We firſt hear, d that the 
number of the names of the diſciples together 
© was about an hundred and twenty.“ Soon af- 
ter, in one day there were added unto them 
about three thouſand ſouls. Next, the num- 
© ber of them, that heard the word, which Peter 


* ſpoke to them, and believed, was about five 


* thouſand. And believers were ſtill added to 
© the Lord, multitudes both of men and wo- 
© men. At the ſame time they abounded in 
charity, in faith, and in good works: the multi- 
* tude of them, that believed, were of one heart, 
and of one ſou]: they continued ſtedfaſtly in 
the apoſtles doctrine and fellowthip: they had 
all things common, and ſold their poſſeſſions 
* and goods, and parted them to all men, as 


c MATT, xiii. g3- dACTS i, ii, iv, v. 


every 
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© every man had need.” Such was the ſtate of 
the church at its very firſt eſtabliſhment, and as 
yet confined to Jeruſalem * ſmall in extent, and 
few in number; but full of grace and of power, 
perfect in every good work, and rich in all the 
fruits of the ſpirit. 5 

But no ſooner had the perſecution, which aroſe 
about Stephen againſt the Church at Jeruſalem, 
ſcattered abroad the diſciples, than the Goſpel 
was, together with them, ſpread through all the 
regions round about. And in a few years, by 
the preaching of the apoſtles and teachers, and 
principally by the labours of the great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, it was carried through almoſt all 
the parts, and even beyond the limits, of the 
Roman empire. If we give credit to a tradi- 
tion © that prevailed antiently in the church, it 
was eſtabliſhed in Parthia, and even in India, by 
the apoſtle St. Thomas: ſo that, if the ſtate of 
communication, ſubſiſting at that time between 
the ſeveral nations, be con ſidered, it might truly 
be ſaid, that their ſound had gone out through 
Wall the earth, and their words unto the ends 
© of the world.” Thus was the ſeed of the word 


e EUSEB, Hiſt, Eccl, III. 1. GREG. Naz. Orat. xxv. 
widely 
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widely and abundantly ſown, even in the apoſto- 


lical age: let us conhder the increaſe and the 


produce if it. 
The rapid progreſs and plentiful 1 of 
Chriſtianity in the firſt age, in ſpite of all the op- 


poſition, which it had to ſtruggle with, from the 


prejudice of the world ſupported by all the power 
of it, in the midſt of dangers, diſtrefles, reproach, 
and perſecution, has been deſcrvedly conſidered 
as the immediate effect of a divine power co- 
operating with it; and as a more ſtupendous mi- 
racle in itſelf, than any of the ſeveral wonders by 
which it was promoted. By the accounts of the 
f heathens themſelves, it appears, that as early 
as the time of Nero the chriſtians at Rome were 
become very numerous : in the time of Trajan 
we find, by the teſtimony of the 8s governor of 
one of the provinces, that Chriſtianity had ſo far 
prevailed in thoſe parts, that the temples of the 


gods were almoſt deſolated, their ſacred rites 


long intermitted, ahd that there were very few 
who would buy ſacrifices. Juſtin Martyr h ſoon 


fTAC1T. Annal. xv. 44. 8 PLIN. Lib x. Epiſt. 97. 
A. D. CIV. h Dialog. cum Tryphone; part. 2. p. 388. 
Edit. Thirlby. circa A. D. CL, | 

after 
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after informs us, that there was no nation in the 
known world, not even the moſt barbarous and 
uncivilized, where ſome did not offer up prayers 
and thankſgivings to God in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Tertullian i in the next age ſays, that 
every part of the empire, every place and ſta- 
tion, was full of chriſtians; and that they began 
to rival the heathens in numbers. Next to the 
eſpecial providence of God, and the frgns, that 
gave witnels to the firſt preachers of the goſpel ; 
Chriſtianity owed its ſucceſs to the graces and 
virtues, that ſhone forth in the lives of its pro- 
feſſois. The ſincerity and ſtedfaſtneſs of their 
faith, their courage and conſtancy in ſuffering 
the moſt cruel tortures in. defence of it, were 
fully exhibited and approved to the world in 
numberleſs examples of all ages, ſexes, and con- 
ditions. The advocates for Chriſtianity, who un- 
dertook to plead its cauſe before the rulers of the 
world, could in their apologies boldly appeal 
even to their enemies and perſecutors, not only 
for the holineſs and purity of its doctrines, but 
allo for the ſanctity and innocence of thoſe that 


i Apologet. xxxvii. & Adyers, Judzos, vii. circa A. D. CC. 
profeſſed 


„ 


proſeſſed it; their blameleſs and inoffenſive con- 
verſation, the ſimplicity and integrity of their 


manners, their piety to God, their union among 


themſelves, and their peaceable and charitable 
diſpoſition towards all mankind. This perhaps 
may paſs for a juſt account of the ſtate of the 
chriſtian church, under perſecution, for the three 
firſt centuries: continually increaſing in numbers, 
and enlarged in extent; nor even in the end greatly 
fallen off from its original integrity, with regard 
either to ſanctity of manners, or purity of faith. 
But it muſt be allowed, that, from the very 


| times of the apollles, the church was troubled by 


heretics of various denominations; who from 
time to time attempted to introduce the moſt ab- 
{urddottrines, and the moſt abominable practices. 
They appear to have been for the moſt part either 
hypocrites, or enthuſiaſts, of the groſſeſt ſort. 
Their uſual method was to endeavour to corrupt 
and e Holy Scripture, ſo as to make it 
countenance their wild imagirtations and ungodly 
doings. They ſeem to have had no ſort of title 
to the name of chriſtians, which they took upon 


themfelves. Accordingly St. Jude & ſpeaks ot 
K Verſ. 4- | 


them 
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them, as men, that had crept in unawares; 


« ungodly men, that turned the grace of our 
« God into laſciviouſneſs, and denied the only 


Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” St. 


John [calls them Antichriſts; and ſays of them, 
*« they went out from us, but they were not 
« of us.” Such in general were the heretics of 
the firſt ages: rejected of the church, and con- 
demned of themſelves; „ho, though they pro- 
« feſſed, that they knew God, yet in works de- 
nied him, being abominable, and di ſobedient, 
* and to every good work reprobate.” And 
ſuch are the abſurdities, blaſphemies, and abo- 
minations, of which theſe filthy dreamers are ac- 


cuſed; that we might perhaps hardly give credit 


to the charge, though ſupported by the concur- 
rent teſtimony of the writers of that age, were 


there not even at this time a m ſect, crept in un- 


awares likewiſe among us, who have adopted and 


openly avowed them. Though theſe men might 
diſhonour the chriſtian name, by falſely taking it 
upon themſelves; though the converts from Ju- 


daiſm at firſt were always endeavouring to adul- 


11 Epiſt. ii. 18, 19. m See“ The MORAVIANS 
compared, and detected.“ 
| C terate 
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te rate the doctrine of Chriſt, by grafting on it 


their on ſuperſtitions; and thoſe of the Gentiles, 


afterwards, by introducing into it their own im- 


pure philoſophy ; yet the church ftill acquitted 


herſelf of the charge committed to her, and kept 
entire the ſacred depoſite of . the faith, which 
«© was once delivered to the ſaints.” 

At length, © the grain of muſtard-ſeed, though 
e the leaſt of all feeds, was grown and become a 
e great tree; and the fowls of the air came and 
& lodged under the ſhadow of it.” Conſtantine 
embraced the chriſtian faith: he became the 
nurſing father of the church; which now at reſt 
from perſecution, and ſet above her adverſa- 
ries, increaſed mightily under the favour of her 
great protector, and was eſtabliſhed in ſafety, 
proſperity, and honour, It might now be ex- 
pected, that “the mountain of the Lord's houſe 
being eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, 
* all nations ſhould flow unto it; and that all 
being gathered together under one head in 


« Chriſt, they might be preſented to God a glo- 


© rious church, holy and without blemiſh.”” But 
alas! from this very æra of the ſecurity, proſpe- 
rity, and ſplendor of the chriſtian church, we 

muſt 


1 


ae 
muſt date the decay of the true ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
nity. It ſtill continued indeed to increaſe for 
ſome time outwardly, in extent and numbers; 
but daily ſuffered within a much greater loſs, in 
the viſible diminution of faith, holineſs, humility, 
and charity. Honour, wealth, and power, ſoon 
excited pride, avarice, and ambition; and the 
conteſt for theſe worldly advantages was but too 
often carried on, and with the greater animoſity, 
under pretence of contending for the faith. 
Chriſtianity began now to be treated as a ſcience, 
or an art; and its doctrines to be oppoſed and 
defended with much acuteneſs of wit, and more 
keenneſs of paſſion: while the ſimplicity and 
purity of faith was perplexed and corrupted by 
the ſubtilty of debate, and charity quite loſt in 
the vehemence of contention. A falſe, or at beſt 
an indiſcreet, zeal ſtood ever upon the watch, 
ready to combat every idle ſpeculation, that hap- 
pened to be advanced; thus giving occaſion to 
perpetual debate, and generally improving every 
debate into an irreconcilable diſſenſion. Many 
an abſurd opinion, many an over-curious theory 
and bold decifion in matters of doubtful diſpu- 
tation, that would otherwiſe have ſunk in obli- 

C 2 vion, 
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vion, and died with its author, gained ſtrength 
and importance by oppoſition; till being digni- 
hed with the title of Hereſy, and perpetuated by 
an Anathema, it was in a manner conſecrated, 
and delivered down as a never-failing ſubje& of 
ſtrife and divifion to poſterity. Some indeed of 
the novelties, then introduced, were in themſelves 
of greater conſequence, and more pernicious ten- 
dency; ſtriking at the fundamentals of the chril- 
tian faith: but even theſe perhaps, if they had 
been at firſt treated with more moderation, or at 
laſt condemned and purſued with leſs ſeverity, 
might never have ſurvived to divide the chriſtian 
world for ages againſt itſeif, But the rage of 
debate, and oppoſition of ſcience, falſely ſocalled, 
ſeems to have been the epidemical diſtemper of 
thoſe times; and the certain conſequences of it 
were wrath, envy, hatred, ſtrife, faction: and to 
the great dilgrace of the chriſtian name, while 
her own ſufferings under the heathen powers 
were yet freſh in remembrance, perſecution was 
adopted by the church, and began to be exer- 
ciled by chriſtians againſt chriſtians. It had been 
in a former age a common obſervation of the 
ö heathens, 


[ 8 ] 
heathens, n See, how theſe chriſtians love one 
another! See, how theſe chriſtians hate one 
another, was now the more juſt and obvious re- 
mark. A candid heathen hiſtorian o ſpeaks of it 
as a maxim of the emperor Julian founded on 
experience, That no wild beaſts were ſo cruel and 
inveterate enemies to men, as moſt chriſtians were 
to one another : and on this maxim that able 
and determined adverſary of the goſpel very judi- 
ciouſly projected the utter deſtruction of Chriſtia- 
nity. He ſheathed the {word of heathen perſe- 
cution ; and fomented the ſpirit of diſcord, al- 
ready preying on the vitals of the chriſtian church. 
Where lo little regard was paid to the great com- 
mandment of brotherly love, it is not to be ex- 
pected, that the love of God ſhould continue its 
perfect work. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that piety 
began to be infected with ſuperſtition; thatpurity 
of life began to be eſtimated by an affected ab- 
ſtinence; by unbidden, and extravagant auſteri- 
ties: ſaints and martyrs were regarded with a re- 
verence, that by degrees approached to adoration, 
and at Jaſt ended in idolatry; and thoſe only were 


n TERTULLIAN. Apologet. xxxix. o AMMIAN, 
MARCELL. xxii. 5. ; 


thought 
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thought to ſerve God in perfection, who retired 
into deſarts and cloiſters, to become a torment to 
themſelves, and uſeleſs to the world, Superſti- 
tion, contention, and diviſion ſtill increaſed with- 
in; and gave great advantages to Mahommediſm, 
that aſſaulted Chriſtianity from without, and at 
length laid waſte the eaſtern church. The weſtern 
church was indeed on the other hand much en- 
larged by the acceſſion of the northern nations, 
which had over-run that part of the Roman em- 
pire: but barbariſm and ignorance were intro- 
duced with them, under whoſe influence every 
error, that had been before ſown, was foſtered 
and nouriſhed, and new errors were from time to 
time propagated. The ambition of the church 
of Rome made uſe of every opportunity, which 
theſe dark ages afforded, of completing her great 
ſcheme of ſpiritual tyranny, and temporal domi- 
nion: every ſuperſtition, that ſerved to help it 
forward, or ſupport it, was made an article of 
faith: in a word, that deep ſyſtem of worldly po- 
licy, founded in the corruption and perverſion of 
all the great principles of the Goſpel; that myſtery 
of iniquity, properly enough called Popery, but 


which might more properly be called Anti- 


chriſtianiſm, 


1 
chriſtianiſm, was deviſed, improved, and brought 
to perfection. 

To reſcue Chriſtianity from this miſerable ſtate 
of depravation and oppreſſion; to reſtore it to its 
original purity, and to replace it on its true foun- 
dation; to put an end to the inſolent uſurpation 
of human authority upon the rights of private 
judgement, of reaſon, and of conſcience, and upon 
the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves; this was the great deſign of the Reforma- 
tion. A fair proſpect was now opened for the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the kingdom of God in purity and 
truth; ſuch a proſpeR, as never had offered itſelf 
ſince the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. But the ful- 
neſs of the time was not yet come: it pleaſed 
God in his unſearchable wildom to ſuffer the pro- 
greſs of this great work to be ſtopped in the mid- 
way, and the effects of it to be greatly weakened, 
by many unhappy diviſions among the reformed, 
Vet hath it been, notwithſtanding its imperfection, 
of moſt effectual ſervice to the cauſe of true reli- 
gion; and herein ſeems to be laid the foundation 


for executing the great plan of divine wiſdom, 


for raiſing the ſuperſtructure of univerſal Chriſtia- 
nity. It has ſhewn to the world, what the goſpel 
really 


yl 
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really is; it has laid open the Holy Scriptures, 
and introduced a more accurate and judicious 
ſtudy, and a more perfect underſtanding, of them: 
and in conſequence, the great principles of our 
religion have not only been rationally explained, 
and fully vindicated ; but a more enlarged view 
of the Coſpel · diſpenſation, a more complete ſyſtem 


of divine knowledge, has been given to the world, 


than ever it was bleſt with ſince the days of in- 
ſpiration. And though the Reformation may 
feem to have been now at a ſland for near two 


centuries; though in a political view it has ma- 


nifeſtly loſt ground, and many conſiderable ad- 
vantages have been gained againſt it; thongh 
among ourlelves we frequently hear complaints, 
and probably not without cauſe, of the ſucceſs of 


Popiſh emiſſaries, who compaſs ſea and land to 


make proſelytes: notwithſtanding this, I think we 
may be aſſured, that, upon the whole, the Re- 


formation is every day acquiring new ſtrength, 


and that its principles prevail in the world more 
and more. Learning, and knowledge of all kinds, 
and a ſpirit of inquiry, are ſtill evidently in- 
creaſing; and even in thoſe countries, where they 
are moſt diſcouraged, they are continually ſpread- 


4 ing 
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1 
ing themſelves ſilently and ſecretly, in ſpite of 
all the vigilance of policy, and all the efforts of 
power: and where knowledge increaſes it is a 
plain and infallible Conſequence, that Popery 
muſt diminiſh. 


This view of the ſtate of Chriſtianity through 
the ſeveral ages down to our own times, ſhort and 
very imperfect as it is, may however furniſh ſuf- 
ficient occaſion for obſerving, that the kingdom 
of God has never hitherto, in its moſt pure or 
moſt flouriſhing condition, ſeemed to make any 
near approach, or any effectual advances, towards 
that perfection and univerſality, to which, it is 


decreed, that it ſhall in time arrive. While it 


was in its moſt exalted ſtate of purity, it laboured 
under oppreſſion and perſecution; when it flou- 
riſhed moſt in outward proſperity and was 


ſtrengthened in numbers, and enlarged in ex- 


tent, it proportionably decayed in its inward 
graces: and, even in its moſt enlarged extent, 
never poſſeſſed more than about a fixth part of the 
preſent known world. Whereas it is decreed, 
that p the kingdoms of the world ſhall become 


p Rey, xi. 13. DAN. vii. 14. ROM. xi. 25, 26. 
D the 
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e the kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chriſt ; 
« that all people, nations, and languages ſhall 
« ſerve him; that the fulneſs of the Gentiles 
© ſhall come in; and that all Iſrael ſhall turn 
«© unto the Lord, and be ſaved.” The time is 
not yet come for the accompliſhment of theſe 
predictions: neither can we rely upon the autho- 
rity of ſome, who by a plauſible interpretation of 
certain prophecies, confeſſedly very obſcure, have 
preſumed to determine the ſeaſons, which God 


' hath put in his own power, ſo far as to conclude, 


that 1t 1s near at hand. Yet we may be allowed 
to obſerve, that the preſent ſtate of mankind, and 
the circumſtances of the world in general, ſeem 
to indicate a preparation for this wonderful event, 


and a tendency towards this important period, 


however diſtant it may be. The great progrels, 
which learning and uſeful knowledge of all ſorts 
have made within theſe two laſt centuries, parti- 
cularly in the cultivation of human reaſon, and 
the ſtudy of divine revelation; the prodigious 
advances, that have been made in navigation and 
commerce, vaſtly enlarging the bounds of the 
known habitable world, yet at the ſame time 
drawing nearer to one another the ſeyeral nations, 


by 
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by opening a free and eaſy communication be- 
between the moſt diſtant; the great numbers of 
chriſtian colonies, that have been ſent into every 
part, and planted in the moſt remote corners of 
the earth: all theſe circumſtances continually in- 
creaſing and multiplying, and the daily improve- 
ments, which with unwearied diligence and with 
evident ſucceſs are ſtill purſued in all; though 
we ſee not the fruit as yet formed, nor ſo much 
as the bloſſom unfolded, yet ſeem to point out to 
us the ſeed-time and the ſpring, which is already 
preparing, and will in its due ſeaſon bring forth, 
a plenteous harveſt. This particular ſign of the 
times ſeems to be pointed out by the Angel to 
the prophet Daniel: „4 But thou, O Daniel, 
e ſhut up the words, and ſeal the book even to 
the time of the end: many ſhall run to and 
e fro, and knowledge ſhall be increaſed.” 

But whatever be the ſecret determination of 
Almighty God, with regard to the particular time 
deſtined for tht completion of theſe gracious pro- 
miſes, it certainly behoves us to be always intent 
upon making the beſt advantage of every oppor- 
tunity, that ſhall ſeem to offer itſelf, of pro- 
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moting this great end; to keep it ever in view, 


and to purſue it by every method, that ſhall ap- 
pear in the leaſt conducive thereto. As we make 
it the daily ſubject of our prayers, ſo it ought to 
be the conſtant object of our moſt earneſt en- 


deavours. It is the duty of every chriſtian, as 


the glory of God and the ſalvation of mankind is 


highly concerned in it: it is more eſpecially the 


duty of every miniſter of Chriſt, as the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Golpel is committed to him, and he 
is appointed to attend continually upon this very 
thing. I ſhall beg leave to mention one or two 
of the principal means, by which the Goſpel of 
Chriſt may be beſt promoted, both among our- 
ſelves, and more at large in the world, 


In the firſt place, We ought to promote and 
encourage the advancement of religious know- 
ledge, and the only mean, by which it can be 
advanced, freedom of inquiry. 

Chriſtianity itſelf was publiſhed to the world in 
the moſt enlightened age; it invited and chal- 
lenged the examination of the ableſt judges, and 
ſtood the teſt of the ſevereſt ſcrutiny : the more 
it is brought to the light, to the greater advantage 

will 


1 
will it appear. When on the other hand the 


dark ages of barbariſm came on, as every art and 


ſcience was almoſt extinguiſhed, ſo was Chriſtia- 
nity in proportion oppreſſed and overwhelmed by 
error and ſuperſtition : and they that pretended 
to defend it from the aſſaults of its enemies, by 
prohibiting examination and free inquiry, took 


the ſureſt method of cutting off all hopes of its 


recovery, Again, when letters reyived, and rea- 
{on regained her liberty; when a ſpirit of inquiry 
began to prevail, and was kept up and promoted 


by a happy invention, by which the communica- 


tion of knowledge was wonderfully facilitated ; 
Chriſtianity immediately emerged out of dark- 
nels, and was in a manner republiſhed to the 
world in its native fimplicity. It hath always 
flouriſhed, or decayed. together with learning, 
and liberty: it will ever ſtand, or fall, with them. 
It is therefore of the utmoſt importance to the 
cauſe. of true religion, that it be ſubmitted to an 
open and impartial examination; that every diſ- 
quiſition concerning it be allowed its free courle ; 
that even the malice of its enemies ſhould have 
its full ſcope, and try its utmoſt ſtrength of ar- 
gument againit it. Let no man be alarmed at 


the 
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the attempts of atheiſts, or infidels: let them 
produce their cauſe; let them bring forth their 
ſtrong reaſons, to their own canfuſion : afford 
them not the advantage of reſtraint; the only ad- 
vantage, which their cauſe admits of: let them 
not boaſt the falſe credit of ſuppoſed arguments, 
and pretended demonſtrations, which they are 
forced to ſuppreſs. What has been the conſe- 


quence of all that licentious contradiction, with 


which the Goſpel hath been received, in theſe 
our times, and in this nation? hath it not given 
birt i to ſuch irrefragable apologies and convincing 
illuſtrations of our moſt holy religion, as no other 
age, or nation, ever produced? What, in parti- 
cular, hath been the effect of unreſtrained oppo- 


 fGtion in a very recent inſtance, prepared with 


much labour and ſtudy, and ſupported with all 
the art and eloquence of a late celebrated genius? 
hath not the very weakneſs and impotence of the 
aſſault given the moſt ſignal and deciſive victory 
to the cauſe of truth? and do not the arms of 
this mighty champion of infidelity ſtand as a tro- 
phy, erected by himſelf, to diſplay, and to per- 
petuate, the triumph? Let no one lightly en- 
tertain ſuſpicions of any ſerious propoſal for the 
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advancement of religious knowledge; nor, ont 
of unreaſonable prejudice, endeavour to obſtruct 
any inquiry, that profeſſes to aim at the further 
illuſtration of the great ſcheme of the Goſpel in 
general, or the removal of error in any part, in 
faith, in doctrine, in practice, or in worſhip. An 
opinion is not therefore falſe, becauſe it contra- 
dicts received notions: but, whether true or falſe, 
let it be ſubmitted to a fair examination; truth 
muſt in the end be a gainer by it, and appear 
with the greater evidence. Where freedom of 
inquiry is maintained and exerciſed under the di- 
rection of the ſincere word of God, falſehood may 
perhaps triumph for a day; but to-morrow truth 
will certainly prevail, and every ſucceeding day 
will confirm her ſuperiority. 

The light, that aroſe upon the chriſtian world 
at the reformation, hath ſtill continued to increaſe, 
and we truſt will “ ſhine more and more unto 
e the perfect day.” The labours of the learned 
have from that time, by the bleſſing of God upon 
the free exerciſe of reaſon and private judgement, 
been greatly ſucceſsful in promoting religious 
knowledge; and particularly in laying open the 
hidden treaſures of divine wiſdom contained in 

the 
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the Holy Scriptures. Much hath been done in 
this important work; and much ſtill remains to 
be done. Thoſe heavenly ſtores are ine xhauſtible: 
every new acquiſition ſtill leads on to further diſ- 
coveries; and the moſt careful ſcarch will ſtill 
leave enough to invite, and to reward. the repeated 
ſearches of the pious and induſtrious, tothe lateſt 
ages. This is a work, that demands our firſt and 
mofl earneſt regard; the ſtudies and aſſiſtance, 
the favour and encouragement, of all. To con- 
firm and illuſtrate theſe holy writings, to evince 
their truth, to ſhew their conſiſtency, to explain 
their meaning, to make them more generally 
known and ſtudied, more eaſily and perfectly un- 
derſtood, by all; to remove the difficulties, that 
diſcourage the honeſt endeavours of the unlearned 
and provoke the malicious cavils of the half- 
learned: this is the moſt worthy object, that can 
engage our attention; the moſt important end, 
to which our labours in the ſearch of truth can 
be directed. And here I cannot but mention, 
what hath often been repreſented, and I hope 
will not always be repreſented in vain; that no- 
thing would more effectually conduce to this end, 
than the exhibiting of the Holy Scriptures them- 


ſelves 


: „ 


ſelves to the people in a more advantageous and 
juſt light, by an accurate reviſalofourvulgartranſ- 
lation by public authority. It is now a century 
and a half, ſince this tranſlation was made; in 
which time a much greater progreſs hath been 
made in the knowledge of the Scriptures, than 
in fifteen centuries preceding. Knowledge of all 
ſorts hath, ſince that time, been greatly advanced; 
of which there is ſcarce any ſort, that hath not 
ſome connection with the knowledge of Holy 
Scripture; in particular, and what is more im- 
mediately connected with it, the knowledge of 
the original languages, of the Hebrew eſpecially, 
and its ſeveral remaining dialects; the knowledge 
of antiquity, of civil hiſtory, of natural hiſtory, 
of genuine logic, of found criticiſm, Many an- 
cient monuments, both texts, and verſions r. of 
venerable authority, have been either newly diſ- 
covered, Or more openly communicated to the 
public, and ſet forth in the moſt advantageous 
and uſeful manner. And, as we enjoy, many 


r Samaritan Pentateuch, both text and verſion ; Old Sy- 
riac verſion; Alexandrine MS.; Paris and London Poly- 
glotts, &c. 
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aſſiſtances, which the learned of that age wanted; 
ſolikewiſe many impediments, which lay in their 
way, are now removed, The rubbiſh of falſe 
ſcience is in a great meaſure cleared away; the 
obſcure ſubtilty of ſcholaſtic theology is diſpelled. 
The great prejudice of authority is in many in- 
ſtances happily diminiſhed ; the deſpotic power 
of antiquity is reduced within its proper limits, 
With regard to the Old Teſtament, the church 
of Chriſt is no longer a ſlave to the ſynagogue ; 
nor does the chriſtian interpreter blindly follow 
thoſe blind guides, the Jewiſh teachers. Their 
infallible Maſora, boaſted to have been an edifice 
raiſed by wiſe maſter-builders on the rock of di- 
vine authority, proves to have been framed by 
unſkilful hands, and built on the ſand: its foun- 
dations have long ſince been ſhaken, and it now 
totters to its fall. The defects of the Hebrew 
text itſelf: for it cannot be denied, that it hath 
its deſeQts, nor, as it hath been tranſmitted to 
us by human means, could it poſſibly be without 
defects; theſe have been pointed out, and re- 
medies have in part been applied to them, and 
may be further applied, by an accurate collation 
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of ancient verſions, and of various copies. The 

latter ſource is but newly opened; and the ſup- 

plies, that may be derived from it, if not very 
conſiderable in themſelves, will yet be greatly 
important in their conſequences. All this (and 
more might be added to this) ſhews evidently, 

how much room there is for improvement ; it 
promiſes undoubted lucceſs to the undertaking, 

and warrants abundant advantages from it to our 
own immediately, and in conſequence to the 
whole chriſtian church. | 


s SeeHoUBIGANT.Prolegom.in Biblia Hebraica, cap. III. 
art. 2, And, for more full ſatisfattion, ** The State of the 
Printed Hebrew Text of the Old Teſtament conſidered; 
by the learned Mr. KEN NicoTT: from whom further light 
into this curious and important ſubjett may ſhortly be ex- 
petted. 

P. S. Soon after this was written, A“ Second Diſſerta- 
„ tion, on the State of the Printed Hebrew Text of the 
O. T.“ was publiſhed ; and the Collation of the Hebrew 
MSS hath been ſince undertaken, and carried on with great 
labour, and at great expence, by the ſame Learned Perſon; 
encouraged and ſupported in it by a Public Subſcription, 
which does honour to our Country. The Completion of 
this Work, which now draws towardsaconcluſion, ſeems to 
mark the proper ume for the undertaking above recom- 
mended. 
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Secondly, Let us make it our conſtant aim 
and itudy to reſtore, to maintain, and to pro- 
mote, true chriſtian charity. 

The church of Chriſt hath in almoſt every age 
ſuffered much leſs by all the rage and malice of 
its enemies, than by ſtrife and faction within it- 
ſelf, and diviſions among its own members. The 
worſt conſequence of om of the worſt of here ſies 
hath been diſcord, wrath, hatred. perſecution : 
and in reality, the moſt pernicious of all hereſies 
hath been the maintaining and defending of 
breach of charity itſelf, in ſuch caſes, as a duty, 
An unhappy perſuaſion hath too generally pre- 
vailed, that church communion demands unity 
of ſentiment in the ſtricteſt ſenſe ; and that all of 
the fame profeſſion ſhould think juſt alike, not 
only as to a few plain fundamental articles, but 
as to many other particulars neither neceſſarily 


required, nor clearly revealed: the conſequence 
of which is, that there muſt be almoſt as many 
ſects in the world, as there are men. And this 
in effect hath for many ages moſt miſerably 
diſtracted the church of Chriſt ; hath divided it 
againſt 1tlelf, and again ſubdivided every part of 
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it into new factions and ſchiſms: it hath been the 
cauſe of ſeditions, flaughters, maſſacres; of the 
peculiar cruelties and barbarities, that are always 
the effects of talle zeal; to the reproach of the 
chriſtian name, and even to the diſgrace of hu- 
man nature. It is not to be wondered, that 
Chriſtianity hath madeno greater progrels; while, 
inſtead of being exhihited to the world in its na- 
tive beauty, as the molt amiable religion that 
ever was, it hath been expoſed in ſuch a horrible 
dilguiſe, as the cauſe of the greateſt miſchiefs; 
as the parent of ſtrife, and confuſion, and every 
evil work. But, thanks be to God, we ſeem at 
preſent to have a better proſpect before us; what- 
ever other reaſons we may have to complain of 
our own age, yet it muſt be allowed, that a ſpi- 
rit of true chriſtian charity, and benevolence, and 
moderation, hath of late prevailed among us, be- 


yond the example of former times. A more li- 
beral and generous way of thinking and acting, 
with regard to thoſe that differ from us, is every 
day gaining ground; and hath already had viſible 
effects. in allaying former animoſities and jealou- 
ies, and ſeems making way for reconcilement 

and 


L 30 ] 
and unity. The different ſects of Proteſtants 
ſeem to have loſt much of that bitterneſs and 
diſtafte, which hath ſo long moſt unreaſonably 
reigne d between them, and to be every day draw- 
ing nearer to one another. Even thoſe of the church 
of Rome, though they do not give up their hor- 
rid principle of perſecution, yet begin at leaſt to 
be aſhamed of it; and, while they have no power 
or opportunity of acting to the contrary, can lay, 
* It we had been in the days of our fathers, we 
„% would not have been partakers with them in 
* the blood of the prophets.” If this happy 
temper of meeknels, forbearance, and charity, 
mould continue to increaſe, and ſhould diffuſe it- 
ſelf more widely through the chriſtian church; 
one great offence will be removed, which hath 
ever hindered the progreſs of the Goſpel : the 
gainſayer and unbeliever, when they ſhall obſerve 
the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity to prevail among 
chriſtians, will be more eaſily induced to glorify 
God, and “ä to confeſs, that God is in us of a 
« truth.” The prophet Iſaiah ſeems to repreſent 


the increaſe of univerſal charity and religious 


knowledge in the chriſtian church, as the prepa- 
3 ration 


1 


ration and prelude of the converſion of the Gen- 
tiles, and of the reſtoration of the Jews; in that 
remarkable prophecy, which certainly hath not 
yet been fully accompliſhed : , The wolf ſhall 
« dwell with the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie 
% down with the kid: they ſhall not hurt 
« nor deſtroy in all my holy mountain: for the 
« earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
© Lord, as the waters cover the fea. And u it 
e ſhall come to paſs in that day, the root of Jeſſe, 
«© which ſtandeth for an enſign to the people; 
% to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſting- 
% place ſhall be glorious. And it ſhall come to 


t ISAIAH, xi. 6. &c. 


u PI D WR WR NINT DNS rm Our trand- 
lation, by departing from the Maſoretical pointing, andthe 
obvious grammatical conſtruction, hath obſcured this paſ- 
ſage. The frequent neceſſity we are under, of appealing 
from it to the original, ſuſficiently ſhews the expediency of 
the reviſal above propoſed: and Ibeg leave here to add, that 
the preſent time offersa favourable opportunity,which ought 
not to be neglected; when the ſtation, to which the chief di- 
rettion of ſucha work properly belongs, is filled with a Perſon 
endowed, beyond any other of this age; with all the abili- 
ties and qualifications requiſite forbringing itto that degree 
of n of which it is at preſent capable. 


« pals 
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* pals in that day, that the Lord ſhall ſet his 
* hand again the ſecond time to recover the 
* remnant of his people, which ſhall be left: — 
© and he ſhall ſet up an enſign for the nations, 
and ſhall aſſemble ihe out-caſts of Iſrael, and 
* gather together the diſperſed of Judah, from 
the four corners of the earth.“ 


Laſlly, and above all, Let us endeavour to re- 
commend ſtill more effectually our moſt holy re- 
ligion by holineſs and purity of life. 

Welive in an enlightened age, in which know- 
ledge is ſtill increafing; in which continual ap- 
proaches are made towards a more perfect com- 
prehenſion of the Goſpel- ſcheme in its full ex- 
tent; in which new acceſſions of light are every 
day thrown on the Holy Scriptures: the true 
chriſtian ſpirit of charity, moderation, and for- 
bearance prevails more and more, ſoftening by 
degrees our mutual diſtaſtes, and healing our di- 
viſions: may we not hope, that theſe improve- 
ments will have their proper and natural effect, 
though we do not yet perceive it, in introducing 
a reformation of another nature, and infuſing 


more and more of the true ſpirit of our religion. 
into 
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into our manners, and our lives? Greater know- 
ledge ſhould reaſonably be attended with more 
perfect obedience; and the love of our brethren 
is cloſely connected with the love of God. How 
bad ſoever therefore in this reſpett the preſent 


appearance of things may be, let us not be diſ- 


couraged in our endeavours to promote the 


practice of true religion. And it is indeed more 


in our power to promote it, than we are gene- 
rally apt to think. Every one, according to his 
ſtation, may have his proper ſhare in it: ſome 
by their (kill and abilities, others by their in- 
fluence and authority; ſome by their exhorta- 
tions, all by their example. More eſpecially is 
it the duty and peculiar province of the miniſters 
of the Goſpel, as workers together with Chriſt, 
to purſue it by every method; “ by pureneſs, 
* by knowledge, by long-ſuffering, by kindneſs, 
« by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by 
te the power of God.” As many of us therefore 
as have received this miniſtry, or have it by any 
means in our power to contribute to this great 
work, let us not faint, neither let us be wearied . 
in it; ſtill looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
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© the glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, when every man ſhall 
have his due praiſe of God, and every man 


_ © ſhall receive his own reward, according to his 


* own labour: when they, that make others wiſe 
' unto ſalvation, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament; and they, that turn many to 


% 


* righteouſnets, as the ſtars tor ever and ever. 


